80     THE RECONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE
all obstacles, including ambition, egoism, personal interests,
and the instinct of preservation. He was predestined to be
the most constructive force of his age, in a state of perma-
nent revolt against the spirit of adventure and its insane
fears. In a world which no longer believed in anything buty
violence, he was predestined to rediscover the most funda-
mental and the most difficult truths which the human
mind is at once capable and incapable of comprehending:
that force is useful to man only when he knows how to con-
trol it, and that it destroys itself when intensified. He was
predestined to be the only man of his generation to under-
stand that the Revolution would never make peace because
its wars had everywhere overstepped the limits beyond
which force becomes suicidal. And finally he alone was
predestined to discover the fundamental causes of the great
panic that was sweeping the world and to find the cure
for it* This unique and complex predestination had been
thwarted and humiliated for forty years by a malignant
fate. During the frightful chaos of the Revolution it had
been revealed only by intermittent gleams, which had been
incomprehensible and, for the moment, futile. Now, after
forty years of this repression, it burst forth with a terrific
explosion of energy. In twenty-four hours a definitive peace
was made, a peace for which the Revolution had spent
twenty years of fruitless search; and in twenty-four hours
the deadly circle of fear creating abuse of force, which in
turn augments the fear, was broken. In the presence of
this suddenly arisen opportunity everything else ceased
to count; there was nothing that could prevent destiny
from taking its course.
But would Alexander understand the message? Would
he send an answer? And, above all, would he accept Talley-
rand's proposal? Everything depended on him. Talleyrand
could not have had much sleep the night of March 30.
On the morning of the thirty-first he was with his coiffeur
when a message came that Nesselrode was waiting. Leap-
ing to his feet, he ran into the anteroom and embraced